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TEMA, MEMA Join CUSEC for Earthquake Awar eness
Week

(MEMPHIS, Tennessee) — When most Americans thinkaothquakes, they think of
California. Actually, though, most experts say sti®ngest earthquake ever e #8 contiguous
states was centered in Missouri.

That's why the Tennessee Emergency Management Agerttthe Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency are joining the Central Unitetest Earthquake Consortium (CUSEC) in
promoting earthquake awareness week January 20-26.

“Damaging earthquakes in the central United Stiaégmn with the great New Madrid
earthquakes of 1811-1812,” said CUSEC Director\diitkerson. “One of the hundreds of quakes is
believed to have been a magnitude 8-plus. Mogplp@oday assume that this series was the only
significant damaging events in the central U.Srathave been at least 20 damaging earthquakes here
since 1812. Two of them were capable of causiacihd of damage observed in Northridge, Califgrnia
in 1994, and Kobe, Japan, in 1995.”

“The fact is, there were three earthquakes of Kodtential in the central U.S. within 85 years,
but none in the past 190 years,” said TEMA Diredmnn White. “That makes me very confidant,
unfortunately, that there will be another — andreaather than later.”

“Major earthquakes happen again and again in angie®graphic area,” said MEMA Director
.Robert Latham. “It’s just a matter of time.”

The first post-1812 quake to approach Kobe force Jemuary 4, 1843, near Marked Tree, Ark.
With an estimated magnitude of 6.4, that earthquekefelt over much of the eastern U.S. and caused
damage in both Memphis and St. Louis.

The second came early Halloween morning in 1898 am estimated magnitude of 6.8 and an
epicenter near the small town of Charleston, Mavas better documented than '43 because there were
more people in the affected area. The 5:15 a.akeyshook residents out of their beds and damaged
every building in the commercial area of Charlestém Hickman, Ky., people “...rushed into the steget
panic stricken, [and] furniture was tossed to and fAt Cairo, Ill., many chimneys were shaken aow
and the public library was damaged. In Chicagemtes were awakened, furniture shaken and pictures
fell from the walls. In Vincennes, Ind., houses evbadly shaken and people greatly excited. Two
children were knocked out of bed. In St. Louidnuieys were destroyed and loose objects fell to the
floor. Pictures were thrown from walls in Louiseillin Kansas City, Mo., objects were overturned. A
new lake was formed south of Henson Lake, Mo.,spulits of water and sand were reported. Chimneys
were shaken down in Memphis. Dishes were brokerpatdres fell from walls as far away as
Washington D.C. The earthquake was felt along thi &d Atlantic coasts.
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The central U.S. population was still relativelyadhin 1895. Today, more than 12 million people
live in the region. The Northridge earthquake, nitagle 6.7, was in a populated area where people we
prepared for earthquakes, yet 57 people died a@d#Bn dollars of damage was done. The Kobe
earthquake, magnitude 6.9, also occurred in a ptgalilarea, but one that was not prepared for
earthquakes, and over 5,000 people died and 03 l§iftion dollars of damage has been estimatdue T
preparedness level in the central U.S. is clos&wotme than to Northridge.

It is important to remember that earthquake preprages should become part of our daily
lives. Major earthquakes happen again and agammsimply a matter of time.

it
Editors/News Directors: additional contacts for this story:

Amy Bissell, Public Relations Director
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
601-960-9039

Jim Wilkinson, Executive Director
Central United States Earthquake Consortium
901-544-3570
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